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1.

Introduction

1.1
In November 2001 we published The Transport Framework for
Wales. This policy document set down the vision for transport, which will
enable the wide range of authorities and operators responsible for the
transport system in Wales to achieve the aim of improving it. The vision
identifies what we (the Welsh Assembly Government) would like to see the
public and private transport system achieve on all modes including rail,
road, water and air.
1.2
Roads are one of the main components of any modern transport
system, particularly the strategic road network. The bulk of this network in
Wales is made up of the trunk roads and motorways for which the National
Assembly is the highway authority with direct responsibility for its
maintenance and improvement. Trunk roads and motorways constitute
about 5% of the length of roads in Wales but they carry over 50% of all
traffic, and thus the majority of the land-based movement of people and
goods. It is therefore a vital function of the Assembly and its Government
to maintain and improve the service, which the trunk roads and motorways
provide for us all.
1.3
In July 1998 Driving Wales Forward was published. This
identified a set of criteria to inform decisions, a set of strategic priorities
and a short-term programme of improvements together with a series of
area or corridor studies. The criteria and strategic priorities remain as key
components of our policy, which have been incorporated in The Transport
Framework for Wales.
2.

Progress since 1998

2.1
The short-term programme identified in Driving Wales Forward
has now largely been delivered. The A55 dual carriageway across
Anglesey, the A40 Fishguard Western Bypass and the A487 Llanwnda to
south of Llanllyfni improvement have been completed and the A477
Sageston-Redberth Bypass is under construction. The contract for the
dual carriageway on the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road between
Tredegar and Dowlais Top was awarded in January 2002 and tenders
have been invited for the improvement on the A470 between Dolwyddelan
and Pont-yr-Afanc. It is therefore necessary to identify the next phase of
improvements based on the outcome of the studies indicated in Driving
Wales Forward. This has been done as set out in Section 4.
2.2
The Transport Framework for Wales emphasises the need to
improve our public transport system. Improvements to rail are a vital
component of the strategy. Since 1998 direct support has been given to a
daily rail service between Cardiff and Holyhead; improvements to rail lines
and stations are being supported with Transport Grant and we are liaising
closely with the Strategic Rail Authority on the negotiations for the allWales rail franchise. Support for road based public transport and
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integration with rail is also being delivered through Transport Grant for
new facilities and the Local Transport Services Grant to subsidise
services. The Welsh Transport Forum is currently considering a strategy
for long distance bus and community transport.
2.3
Long-term traffic growth has continued since 1989 especially on
our trunk roads and motorways (see Fig1). The rate of growth flattened off
in 2000 possibly due to the effect of the fuel crisis in autumn 2000. The
position with regard to road traffic reduction is set out in The Transport
Framework for Wales. In urban areas traffic growth will be limited by
existing congestion. The policies of the Assembly Government, the UK
Government's 10 year Transport Plan, and Local Authorities' Local
Transport Plans will, in addition, have some effect on reducing demand.
Measures include providing more choice of rail and bus services, better
quality alternatives to the private car, promoting walking and cycling for
short trips and reducing the need to travel. The effect on the volumes of
traffic is likely to be seen first within urban areas and to a lesser extent on
inter-urban routes. On inter-urban routes the most that is likely is that
some of the potential growth is diverted to other modes. The forecasts
shown in Figure 2 indicate that traffic on inter-urban routes (mainly the
trunk roads and motorways) will continue to grow. The Trunk Road
Forward Programme takes this factor into account particularly in the short
and medium term. We will review the forecasts and their implications for
the trunk road and motorway programme periodically.
Figure 1
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Note: NTRF 1997 is the National Road Traffic Forecasts published in 1997. The Forecasts provide high and low growth rates for all
roads within which actual growth is expected to occur. The motorway and trunk road forecast is shown here as the medium rate of
growth forecast, which is the average of the high and low forecasts for such roads.
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3.
3.1

Strategic Priorities
Objectives

3.1.1 The Transport Framework for Wales sets out objectives for
transport including the trunk road network in Wales. The trunk road
objectives are reproduced in Annex 1.
3.2

The Trunk Road Network

3.2.1 The extent of the trunk road network was reviewed after
consultation in July 1997. Driving Wales Forward confirmed that the
scope of the network should remain unchanged but identified a new core
network of important strategic roads. A formal review of the network is
planned during 2002. This will include consultation and will take into
account the needs of Wales as well as the detrunking programme in
England. We will announce the findings of the Trunk Road Review by
April 2003.
3.3

A New Budget Structure

3.3.1 In order to deliver the trunk road programme and its objectives
more effectively and clearly, a modified budget structure has been
introduced. There are 5 key budget areas:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Routine Maintenance;
Funding essential work to keep the
Renewals of Roads and
network functioning safely.
Bridges;
Repair and Upgrade;
New Construction and
Funding for the Forward
Improvement
Programme detailed in Section 4.
Design, Build, Finance and
Operate

3.3.2 A list of schemes which exceed £1m in cost in the Repair and
Upgrade Programme is given in Annex 2. A brief summary of the other
components of the Trunk Road and Motorway Budget activities are set out
in Sections 3.4 to 3.7 below. Annex 3 shows the Trunk Road and
Motorway Services budget and associated budgets as approved by the
Assembly in December 2001.
3.4

Maintaining and Making Better Use of the Existing Network

3.4.1 Efficient maintenance of the existing network on a minimum whole
life cost basis is our top priority. The Assembly Government funds the
routine maintenance necessary to keep trunk roads operating in a safe
and efficient manner. The network is the Assembly's single largest asset,
valued at some £7 billion and its closure or restricted use impedes
business and personal movement. We are preparing an Asset
6
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Management Plan by April 2002 to set out how we will achieve its optimal
value.
3.4.2 It is also important to make the best use of what we have already.
We need to improve the safety and efficiency with which we maintain,
control traffic on, provide information about and environmentally manage
the trunk road network. The principles of how we do this are explained in
the document Keeping Wales Moving (Oct 1998). In addition, there are
three targeted schemes for making better use of the network: the M4 from
the Severn Crossing to Miskin (Junction 34), the A470 Pontypridd to
Coryton and the A494/A550 at Queensferry. These aim to help manage
the congestion on these parts of the network over the next decade.
3.4.3 We are developing a Trunk Road Estate Biodiversity Action Plan
and are aiming for integrated environmental management of the existing
network to help meet the Assembly's duty to have regard for biodiversity
conservation as set out in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.
The Action Plan will be a key component in meeting our aims for
sustainable development.
3.5

Better Safety

3.5.1 Improving safety is one of the principal objectives set out in the
Transport Framework, which endorses the Government's UK Road Safety
Strategy. There are challenging targets to improve road safety by 2010.
We reviewed experience gained from Traffic Calming Trials in 1999 and, in
September we consulted on the approach set out in our proposed road
safety strategy, Safe Roads, Safe Communities. We expect to publish our
final strategy in Spring 2002. The Trunk Road Safety Plan published in
1996 identified 200 accident cluster sites, where there was a concentration
of personal injury accidents. The majority of these sites have been treated
and we are now monitoring them to see whether accidents have been
reduced. We intend to extend this work by conducting route safety
studies, which will be used to determine whether there are accident
patterns, which can be addressed by localised safety schemes. The
programme of larger improvement schemes set out in Section 4 provides
significant safety benefits, which will make a major contribution to the
targets set out in the Road Safety Strategy.
3.6

Objective One

3.6.1 The budget available to support Accessibility and Transport
Infrastructure (Priority 6 Measure 1) over the Objective One period is
currently around £51m (the sterling value changes with the exchange
rate). The maximum level of grant support is 35.8%. This is a relatively
modest amount in terms of the costs of infrastructure and current
investment plans. It is expected that the budget will be very heavily oversubscribed. It represents a small but beneficial funding stream, which,
taken with existing and potential future investments, should secure either
earlier delivery of already planned investment or the go-ahead for marginal
7
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projects where the private sector needs funding support to proceed. The
opportunities for a major contribution to the delivery of the Trunk Road
Programme are therefore limited but will be kept under review as the
Objective One Programme unfolds.
3.7

Small and Medium Schemes

3.7.1 The Forward Programme set out in Section 4 indicates our
intentions for schemes expected to cost more than £1million. In addition
to this, we will pursue an on-going programme of medium and minor
improvements under £1 million, which aims to provide valuable local
benefits and contribute to the working of the network overall.
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4.

The Forward Programme

4.1

Development of the Forward Programme

4.1.1 The Trunk Road Forward Programme 2002 has been developed
using a new methodology. The Programme includes improvement
schemes expected to cost £1 million or more in line with our policy to carry
out an environmental appraisal for all such schemes.
4.1.2 The method was developed with the Welsh Transport Forum,
which contributed to The Transport Framework for Wales including
comments on the formulation of the trunk road objectives and the
development of assessment criteria as a tool for prioritising schemes. The
assessment criteria were used this year to appraise Transport Grant
Scheme bids submitted by local authorities as well.
4.1.3 The Programme is presented under the four principal strategic
corridors identified in The Transport Framework for Wales and sets out the
programme of delivery in 3 phases: short-term - schemes programmed to
start before March 2005; medium-term - schemes programmed to start
between April 2005 and March 2008 and long-term: schemes unlikely to
start before April 2008. The long-term category schemes are sub-divided
into those which will be subject to a study into feasible options or further
development work and those which will remain on hold for the time being,
but will be kept under review for development as resources become
available. Schemes have been prioritised on the basis of the relative
strength of their overall net benefits and then allocated to one of the three
timebands in accordance with practical time constraints related to the
development and delivery of the schemes. These constraints include the
statutory procedures necessary and the availability of finance provided by
the budgets approved by the Assembly during future Budget Planning
Rounds. However, we review all schemes at key stages of their
development and will only build those that are justified using contemporary
criteria and endorsed by the statutory process.
4.1.4 In line with the Assembly Government’s scheme for Sustainable
Development, the Programme takes social, economic and environmental
issues into account. The principles of Sustainable Development have
been reflected in the values and criteria of The Transport Framework for
Wales, which in turn are reflected in the programme. The programme
supports the economic, social and environmental aims of the Assembly by
improving economic and social conditions in Wales through increased
efficiency and accessibility whilst endeavouring to minimise adverse
environmental effects. In some instances projects will be taken forward to
achieve an environmental or social gain but with a negative economic
value.
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4.2

North-South Corridor

4.2.1 The volume of traffic on this corridor, which is constituted mainly
by the A470, A487, A483 and A479 trunk roads, varies significantly with
location. Compared with the volume of traffic on the main east-west
corridors in the north and south relatively few people use it to travel
between North and South Wales. It is, however, a vital corridor for
accessibility to and from mid Wales and represents an important link
between the north and the south. The A470 and A483 in particular also
perform a vital function in linking communities in Mid Wales and across the
English border.
4.2.2 Driving Wales Forward announced a corridor study encompassing
the A470 from Brecon to Llandudno Junction and also a transportation
study for Newtown. These were subsequently combined in the Welsh
North - South Transport Links Study reported in May 2000. In addition to
various recommendations for improving public transport, the study
recommended that the Assembly Government should proceed to prioritise
its programme of local improvements on the trunk roads within the
corridor, but it did not recommend any major increase in capacity. On the
basis of the strategic value of parts of the route and the severity of
problems on it, the study recommended that top priority be given to the
A470 south of Caersws and the A489/A483 further north. Second priority
should be given to the A487 and A470 north of Caersws. The study also
recommended that the schemes should be developed to provide
overtaking opportunities, where possible, to improve journey times and
journey time reliability.
4.2.3 We accept these recommendations and have developed the part
of the Programme which relates to the North-South corridor accordingly
within the constraints identified in 4.1.3 above.
4.2.4 In the southern half of the corridor (south of Caersws) we will
proceed with the A479 Talgarth Relief Road in the short term. We will
proceed with the improvements on the A470 between Cwmbach and
Newbridge on Wye, and on the A470 at Alltmawr for a start in the mediumterm as high priority. The Alltmawr scheme will be phased with the
essential repair and upgrade schemes on adjacent lengths at Christmas
Pitch and Ysciog. The A470 Builth Wells Relief Road will be reviewed to
see whether an appropriate solution can be identified to be fitted into the
programme. A relief road on the A470 for Rhayader will be the subject of
a feasibility study. The proposed improvement on the A470 at Llandinam
will be reviewed to identify the most appropriate solution. The possible
A470 Llangurig to east of Wern Villa improvement and the A483
Brynsadwrn improvement both failed to achieve a high priority in the
assessment so will be placed in the long-term programme and will remain
on-hold for the time being. Schemes which emerge from the further
studies at Builth Wells, Rhayader and Llandinam are unlikely to start
before April 2008 and are therefore in the long-term category.
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4.2.5 North of Caersws we will proceed with a relief road for Four
Crosses on the A483 in the medium-term. To minimise the amount of
disruption to traffic we will phase this improvement to avoid the
construction period for the A483 Pant to Llanymynech Bypass being
promoted by the Highways Agency. We will investigate feasible options
for a relief road at Newtown on the A483/A489. This will not be ready to
start before April 2008 and is allocated to the long-term category. We will
continue to collaborate with the Highways Agency on the route study of
the A5/A483 in England with a view to the implications for this route in
Wales, north of Chirk.
4.2.6 On the A487 and A470 north of Caersws we will proceed with the
improvement between Blaenau Ffestiniog and Cancoed, to start before
March 2005. This will be developed to facilitate the promotion of the rail
freight terminal at Blaenau Ffestiniog on the Conwy Valley Line. We will
proceed, for a start in the medium term, with schemes on the A470 at
Bwlch Oer Ddrws, Llanrwst to Hafod, Penloyn to Tan Lan, Plas Maenan,
Bod Hyfryd Bends and Pentrefelin to Croesau. We will examine the
feasibility of options to solve the traffic problems at Llanrwst on the A470
and for Caernarfon and Bontnewydd on the A487, which are unlikely to
start before April 2008 and are therefore allocated to the long-term
category. The proposed improvements on the A470 at Gelligemlyn,
Ganllwyd and Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes will be reviewed to limit the
improvement to meet necessary safety requirements by adopting the
reduced standards approach used for the A470 Lledr Valley Scheme
between Dolwyddelan and Pont-yr-Afanc. They will then be reprogrammed but until then they are allocated to the long-term programme.
The previously-mooted proposal for an improvement at Commins Coch on
the A470 will be allocated to the long-term category with no resources
being applied to its development for the time being.
4.2.7 Driving Wales Forward announced a local area transportation
study for Porthmadog to consider the question whether enhancements to
public transport services could alleviate congestion in Porthmadog and
Tremadog. The study concluded that, whilst public transport
improvements would assist with improving the situation in the town, the
traffic problems would remain unless the Porthmadog/Tremadog Relief
Road is provided to remove the majority of through traffic. The recent
widening of the Cob to improve conditions for traffic, pedestrians and
cyclists will not solve the traffic conditions in the town. The Porthmadog
/Tremadog Relief Road scheme on the A487 is programmed to start in the
medium-term programme.
4.2.8 On the A487 south of Cross Foxes, there are a number of
schemes in the Repair and Upgrade programme. Of these, the scheme at
Pont ar Ddyfi will be reviewed to assess whether it meets only the basic
requirements of maintaining the integrity of the network. If an
improvement over and above that requirement is considered desirable, it
will be included in the Forward Programme of improvements and
prioritised on the basis of the net benefits it produces. The scheme at
11
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Cildydd, Tal-y-Llyn will be deleted from the programme as there is
insufficient justification for the improvement.
4.2.9 On the A483 south of Builth Wells we have completed a study at
Llandeilo. The study revealed that more than fifty per cent of traffic either
starts its journey or has a destination in the town. This provides a limited
case for a bypass of Llandeilo, to meet the needs of long distance traffic.
There are significant concerns associated with the construction of a relief
road particularly in view of the issues raised at the public inquiry into the
scheme in 1993 and the subsequent designation of the River Towy as a
candidate Special Area of Conservation. However, there are problems
associated with traffic in the town which are of concern. We will therefore
investigate options for addressing those problems in conjunction with local
interests. Any option which emerges, which involves significant capital
investment, would take sometime to implement. The scheme is therefore
allocated to the long-term category. Consideration will also be given to the
problems associated with traffic on the A483 through Ammanford. This
will be considered in the first instance in the Trunk Road Review indicated
in 3.2 above.
4.2.10 The A465/A40 Abergavenny Western Bypass involves the
crossing of the River Usk flood plain which limit its net benefits. The
scheme is therefore allocated to the long-term category with no resources
being applied to its development at this time. In the meantime we will
investigate a scheme to upgrade the A4143 between Neville Hall and
Llanfoist to remove the need for through traffic to pass through
Abergavenny. This scheme would have safety and environmental benefits
for the town and the commitment to it may result in a more formal
restructuring of the trunk road network in the Trunk Road Review.
4.3

East-West Corridor in the South

4.3.1 This corridor, which is constituted mainly by the M4 and M48
motorways, the A449, A40, A465, A48, A477 and A4076 trunk roads,
provides the main economic artery for the whole of south Wales. Sections
of the corridor also form part of the E30 long distance European route and
the Trans European Road Network. In connection with this designation it
forms part of the land bridge which links the Republic of Ireland with the
rest of Europe.
4.3.2 Driving Wales Forward announced a corridor study into the A40 St
Clears to Haverfordwest and the A477 St Clears to Pembroke Dock.
These studies were combined and reported in the A40 Haverfordwest to
St Clears Dual Carriageway Improvement Desktop Feasibility Study and
the A40 St Clears to Haverfordwest Multi-modal Corridor Study Reports.
These reports are supported by the economic assessment report Dualling
the A40: Moving Prosperity Westward?
4.3.3 The multi-modal study concluded that improvements to public
transport including rail, bus, freight and integrated bus and rail on the
12
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corridor could be implemented in the near future but the cost associated
with enhanced passenger services are likely to exceed revenue thus
requiring an operating subsidy. Improvements to public transport will not
reduce the amount of traffic on the A40 over this length or on the A477.
Improvement of the A40 trunk road, whether it be to single or dual
carriageway standard, is beneficial in economic terms. Improvement to
the road would not affect the number of people travelling on public
transport significantly. The Assembly Government is collaborating with
the Strategic Rail Authority on the possibility for realistic improvements on
rail in West Wales and is also reviewing the long distance bus services as
part of an all-Wales appraisal.
4.3.4 The A40 in West Wales forms the lowest standard section of the
Trans European Road Network in the United Kingdom and that there are
major problems associated with upgrading the freight carrying capacity on
rail in this area which means that significant improvement in the
foreseeable future is not viable.
4.3.5 We are therefore satisfied that improvement to the A40 between
St Clears and Haverfordwest is needed and that economic benefits will
accrue. Upgrading of the road to dual carriageway standard is likely to be
justified but before a decision is finally made, we need more information
on the environmental implications associated with alternative standards.
As a first step in the delivery of this strategy we will carry out an
environmental assessment to help determine, within 18 months, whether
the improvement should be to single or dual carriageway standard and
how it can best be provided. The previously proposed bypass for
Robeston Wathen will be included within the assessment of the whole
length of the A40 between St Clears and Haverfordwest. However, there
is a pressing need to provide relief to the community from the effects of
trunk road traffic in the village. This factor will be taken into account in the
development of the overall improvement strategy. Improvements on the
A40 between Haverfordwest and Fishguard and the A477 will be limited to
discrete improvements to improve safety and accessibility.
4.3.6 In order to maximise the opportunities for the wider economic
benefits from strategic improvement to the A40 to be realised by the West
Wales area we will consider, a well-timed, complementary programme of
support for local businesses and those seeking employment.
4.3.7 We will continue with the programme to make better use of the M4
corridor and associated roads, including the A465 between Abergavenny
and Swansea. However, this alone will not address the problems of
congestion forecast on the M4 in South East Wales.
4.3.8 The major decision to be made on the M4 motorway is how the
forecast congestion problem on the M4 at Newport and the 2-lane section
north of Cardiff is tackled.
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4.3.9 The Common Appraisal Framework Study (CAF) into the M4
around Newport considered in depth a wide range of alternative solutions.
It concluded that there is merit in pursuing improvements to public
transport which will be economically beneficial and are likely to be viable
financially without subsidy. Significant steps have since been taken by the
Assembly Government to support many of the public transport
enhancements on local and national services to achieve this. We have
already started a limited programme of support for public transport in the
area. We have recently announced £7m support for the re-opening of the
Ebbw Valley line to passenger traffic. The TIGER consortium of local
authorities has produced a strategy for the development of an efficient,
convenient, affordable and environmentally sustainable public transport for
the Greater Gwent area. It would be capable of attracting an increasing
share of the market for daily travel. Within this, a detailed rail strategy has
been completed and a regional bus strategy is expected in June 2002. In
addition to a half hourly rail service from London to Cardiff, Virgin Cross
Country will be increasing their services to the North East via Birmingham
in September 2002. However, the study also concluded that improvement
to public transport alone will not provide the capacity on the motorway to
meet demand.
4.3.10 The CAF identified two options which could relieve the congestion
on the M4. The first is to levy tolls on the existing M4 in South Wales; the
other is to increase the capacity of the motorway.
4.3.11 Tolling the motorway carries practical problems and significant
disbenefits. The National Assembly does not have the statutory powers to
levy tolls on the existing motorway. If powers were obtained and tolling
was applied only in South-East Wales, it would cause significant diversion
of traffic onto local roads less suited to carry large volumes, with
consequent congestion in the Newport area causing major disruption and
a source of added pollution. Tolling of the motorway in Wales alone would
deter business traffic and have an adverse effect on our economic
objectives. This option will therefore not be pursued and the Assembly
Government will not be seeking the powers to apply tolls independently.
4.3.12 Increasing the capacity of the motorway between Magor and
Castleton could be achieved in one of two ways. The existing route could
be widened further - it has already been widened over much of the length
between Magor and Castleton in the 1980s and 1990s. This would require
the construction of additional tunnels at Brynglas Hill and widening
sections of the motorway between Coldra (Junction 24) and Castleton
(Junction 29) to at least 4 lanes in each direction. This solution would be
costly, would cause major disruption to local residents and the travelling
public, demolition of a significant number of properties and would not
result in economic benefits. The widened motorway would also not
provide adequate long-term capacity on the motorway or flexibility to
maintain it. This option could not be justified and is therefore discarded.
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4.3.13 The second way to increase the capacity of the motorway, is the
construction of the M4 Relief Road between Magor and Castleton. The
Relief Road is costly and raises powerful and sensitive economic and
environmental issues. The decision whether to proceed with such a
major scheme has far reaching implications, which extend well beyond the
immediate vicinity of the length of road in question, impacting on access to
West Wales and beyond. It is important that in coming to a decision, the
Assembly Government considers all factors. This will include the
environmental, social and economic effects, together with the needs of the
region of South Wales and the transport strategies being implemented on
the M4 corridor in England. A current English transport study includes a
long term assessment of the rail corridor and the M4 east of Wales up to
London, which will impact on our transport system in South Wales. This is
to be published for consultation in the Spring. The decision on the Relief
Road will also be informed by the preparation of the Wales Spatial Plan
which is currently being developed. At the same time we are seeking to
change people's travel choices by investing in the public transport services
in the Newport area in conjunction with the wider policies being
implemented in the United Kingdom. We do, however, recognise the
findings of the CAF Study that public transport alone would not remove the
congestion forecast on the motorway. The M4 Relief Road between
Magor and Castleton is therefore retained as a proposal and is allocated
to the long-term programme. In the meantime we will continue to support
the public transport initiatives through the TIGER and SWIFT local
authority consortia. We will also liaise with the local highway authorities to
develop adequate contingency measures to ensure the satisfactory
operation of the motorway in the event of emergencies or planned
maintenance on this heavily trafficked section of road.
4.3.14 With exception of the Brynglas Tunnels, the M4 between Castleton
and Coryton is the sole remaining significant length of the M4, between
the Severn Crossings and Port Talbot, which has less than 3 lanes in each
direction. The volume of traffic, particularly the amount of slower-moving
heavy goods traffic in both lanes, is causing the operation of this part of
the motorway to suffer. We propose to publish draft Orders under the
Highways Act as soon as practical to enable a decision to be made
whether to proceed with a scheme to widen this length of the M4 in the
medium-term.
4.3.15 In West Wales, we will proceed with an improvement at The Kell,
on the A40 between Haverfordwest and Fishguard and on the A477 from
Nash Fingerpost to Bangeston in the short-term. We will progress
consideration of an improvement between Red Roses and Llanddowror on
the A477 with the aim of starting work on the scheme in the medium-term.
4.3.16 Improvements on the A4042 at Llanellen and Penperlleni are
allocated to the long-term category with no resources being applied to
their development for the time being. We aim to take into account the
flooding problem on the existing road at Llanellen in a series of minor
improvements at this location.
15
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4.3.17 The upgrading of the A465 between Abergavenny and Hirwaun
has already commenced with the award of the contract for the section
between Tredegar and Dowlais Top in January this year. The next section
will be between Abergavenny and Gilwern which will progress for a start in
the short-term. The remaining sections will be progressed as available
resources permit. Sections 2 and 3 between Gilwern and Tredegar are
programmed to start in the medium term. The subsequent sections of the
route are categorised to start in the long-term timeband.
4.4

East-West Corridor in the North

4.4.1 This corridor, which is mainly constituted by the A55, A5, A550,
and part of the A494 trunk roads provides the main economic artery for the
whole of North Wales. The A55 also forms part of the E22 European long
distance route and the Trans European Road Network forming part of the
land bridge which links Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland with
the rest of Europe.
4.4.2 The recent strategy for the major upgrading of this corridor was
completed with the opening of the 32km section of dual carriageway on
the A55 across Anglesey in 2001. There are however, several issues
within the corridor which require attention. These are the volume of traffic
in the Queensferry area and problems addressed by isolated
improvements on the A5 and A55. In addition to this there are issues
connected with the consistency of the standard of road on the A55
between Chester and Bangor. The alignment of the eastbound
carriageway alongside the Penmaenbach tunnel, the at-grade roundabout
at Llanfairfechan and the alignment of the road from Aber to Tai'r Meibion
are examples. There is a scheme for rectifying the section between Aber
and Tai'r Meibion including the flooding problem in the Repair and
Upgrade programme. Other issues will be the subject of a study to ensure
that a safe consistency of standard is present on the route.
4.4.3 Driving Wales Forward announced a transportation study into the
Queensferry area. This was reported in the Queensferry Transportation
Study Report in September 2000. The study concluded that investment in
public transport solutions would require a significant operating subsidy and
would have only minimal impact on traffic volumes on the trunk roads.
Passenger transport options on their own would, therefore, not resolve the
traffic problems in the corridor at this location. Similarly, while a number of
railfreight opportunities may be worthy of further consideration they would
not significantly reduce traffic flows on the trunk roads. The study further
recommended that green transport plans and cycling initiatives should be
encouraged and implemented alongside other options, although they will
not cause a substantial change in traffic flows on the A494/A550 corridor.
We are supporting through Transport Grant a demand responsive public
transport scheme to serve the Deeside Enterprise Zone and also
supporting the construction of cycle routes in the area.
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4.4.4 We acknowledge that the traffic problems are closely interlinked
historically with land-use planning developments over an extended period.
This, however, is a situation which, if it could be redressed, would take a
significant time to rectify through land-use planning measures. We have
concluded therefore that in the short to medium-term there is a need to
increase capacity on the A494/A550 in the Queensferry area to solve the
worsening congestion and safety problems on the route. In coming to this
conclusion we are mindful of the decision by the Department of Transport,
Local Government and the Regions in January 2002 to proceed with road
improvements on the English side of the border to address similar
problems.
4.4.5 We will therefore proceed with the widening of the section of the
A494/A550 between Deeside Park and Drome Corner, in the short-term.
Widening of the A494 between Drome Corner and Ewloe will also proceed
in the short-term. We will review and consult on proposals for an
improvement to the junction between the A494 and A55 at Ewloe with a
connection to the A494 to Mold. The review will not include Layout 1 or
Layout 2 of the options for the Ewloe Interchange considered at the public
consultation in 1996. These options are now formally withdrawn.
4.4.6 We will review options for solving the capacity problem on the
section of the A55 between Ewloe and Northop. The proposal for a
climbing lane to alleviate congestion caused by slow moving vehicles on
the A55 west of Northop at Coed-y-Cra will be held in the long-term
programme with no resources being applied to it for the time being.
4.4.7 We will continue with the strategy of limiting improvements on the
A5 in North Wales to small scale on-line schemes. The proposal to
provide a new bridge at Pont Melin Rug near Corwen to correct the poor
alignment and provide pedestrian facilities will depend upon an acceptable
technical solution being found. If this can be achieved it will be carried out
in the short-term. The improvement on the A5 at Carrog Isaf will be
allocated to the long-term programme with no resources being applied to it
in the meantime.
4.5

East-West Corridor in Mid Wales

4.5.1 This corridor is constituted mainly by the A44, A458, A489, A494
linked by parts of the A470 and A483 trunk roads. The corridor does not
carry large volumes of traffic but nevertheless provides a vital contribution
to accessibility for people living in Mid Wales, including links to England.
Large-scale schemes providing capacity enhancement are therefore not
generally justified. There is, however, a need to address the issues of
safety, journey time reliability and the adverse effects of traffic on people
living in communities on or near the trunk roads.
4.5.2 The main trunk road link to the West Midlands from Mid Wales is
the A458. The Highways Agency has provided several improvements on
the English side of the border linking to the A5 around Shrewsbury. We
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will carry out a study into options for improving the A458 from Buttington to
Middletown with the possibility of extending it to Woolaston Cross in
England. Any improvement emerging from this study could only be
delivered in the longer-term.
4.5.3 On the A458 west of Welshpool the poor alignment of the road
between Sylfaen and Cyfronydd requires improvement. We will continue
to investigate the best solution to this problem but it is unlikely to start
before the long-term.
4.5.4 On the A44 at Aberystwyth a proposal for a relief road for
Llanbadarn Fawr was not included in the programme in 1997. Traffic
management measures have been implemented to ease the traffic
problems on the road. We will re-examine the case for a relief road
possibly in conjunction with a future re-organisation of the A487 and A44
trunk roads in Aberystwyth. Whilst these issues are being resolved the
relief road will remain inactive with no resources being applied to it. In the
meantime we are supporting through Transport Grant a package of
improvements in Aberystwyth to improve accessibility in the town centre
including some pedestrianisation and short to medium-term alleviation of
congestion.
4.5.5 On the A494 south of Corwen the previously proposed
improvement at Tomen y Castell will be deleted from the programme.
4.5.6 At Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd on the A494 several localised safety
improvements have been carried out. The results of these measures will
continue to be monitored before the case for a relief road is finally
considered. We will consult local interests to see if there is a case to reintroduce the Relief Road into the programme. The relief road will
therefore remain on hold in the meantime with no resources being applied
for the time being.
4.5.7 The section of the A494 at Ffynnon-y-Berth which is substandard
and currently carries pedestrians and horse riders from the Offa's Dyke
footpath/bridleway, could not be progressed in the short to medium-term.
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4.6

The Trunk Road Forward Programme.

4.6.1 The Trunk Road Forward Programme is summarised in Annex 4
and on the Map The Trunk Road Forward Programme 2002.

Further copies of this document can be obtained from:
Transport Directorate
Welsh Assembly Government
Cathays Park
CARDIFF
CF10 3NQ
Contact name: Alan Powell
Tel: (029) 2082 5969
Fax: (029) 2082 6306
E-mail: alan.powell@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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Annex 1
Strategic and Corridor Objectives - Trunk Roads from the Transport
Framework for Wales
Over-arching objective
To maintain and improve the trunk road network in Wales in a sustainable
manner, taking into account the social, economic and environmental
needs and obligations of the nation.
Network Objectives
Accessibility
To improve strategic (national and international) and regional accessibility
and mobility.
To reduce community severance.
To meet the needs of disabled people.
To give priority to the core network.
Safety
To contribute towards safer communities including managing the speed of
traffic to appropriate levels.
To make a positive contribution to national road safety targets.
To provide or encourage appropriately spaced stopping/resting places and
facilities on the network.
To improve personal security for travellers and others.
To improve the detection, response and management of incidents on the
trunk road network.
Environment
Improve the quality of life for people in communities close to the trunk road
network.
To promote cycling and walking, and provide opportunities for healthy
lifestyles.
To minimise any adverse effects on the environment generally; to
conserve and enhance, where appropriate, landscapes, townscapes and
historic and cultural resources.
To conserve and enhance, where appropriate, biodiversity on the network
through the Biodiversity Action Plan.
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Economy
To bring up to standard and maintain the function of the trunk road
network and to improve and maintain the trunk road asset.
To preserve and enhance the operational efficiency of the trunk road
network and help meet Wales' wider economic needs in a cost effective
manner.
To monitor and reduce journey time variability on the trunk road network.
Integration
To facilitate improved interchanges between transport modes for people
and freight.
To take into account the needs for local and national planning and
agriculture.
To improve and develop travel and transport information systems.
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Corridor Objectives
North-south Corridor
To improve links between North, Mid and South Wales, Ireland, the
English trunk road network and Europe.
To reduce severance caused by traffic for communities on the A470, the
A487 and the A483.
To improve safety generally but in particular on the A489 and A483 in
Newtown, the A483 in Four Crosses and Llanymynech.
To provide regular, safe overtaking opportunities as recommended in the
"Welsh North-South Transport Links Study".
To design improvement schemes on the A470, the A479 and the A487
within the Snowdonia National Park, the Brecon Beacons National Park,
and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park to appropriate standards for
the environmental context.
To maintain the A470 and the A487 within the Snowdonia National Park,
the Brecon Beacons National Park and the Pembrokeshire Coast National
Park to appropriate standards for the environmental context.
To improve integration with the Lon Las Cymru cycle route.
To reduce journey times between Bangor and Cardiff and between
Wrexham and Swansea by at least 10%.
To improve journey time reliability on the A470 between Blaenau
Ffestiniog and the A55, particularly for coaches and HGVs.
To take account of the interface between the network and the strategies
and plans of the TAITH, Mid Wales Partnership, SWITCH, SWIFT and
TIGER consortia and other transport authorities.
To make available information about the current and predicted level of
service on the corridor.
East-west (south) Corridor
To improve links with West Wales, Ireland, the English trunk road network
and Europe.
To reduce severance caused by traffic for communities on the A40 west of
St Clears and on the A477 in West Wales.
To improve access to communities at the Heads of the South Wales
Valleys along the A465.
To improve safety generally but particularly on the M4 east of Cardiff; the
A465; the A40 and A477 west of Carmarthen.
To design improvement schemes on the A40 within the Brecon Beacons
National Park to appropriate standards for the environmental context.
To maintain the A40 within the Brecon Beacons National Park to
appropriate standards for the environmental context.
To improve integration with the Celtic Trail cycle route.
To improve journey times between St Clears and Haverfordwest on the
A40 by at least 10%.
To improve journey times between West Wales and the Midlands via the
A465 (at least 10% improvement between Abergavenny and Llandarcy)
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To improve journey time reliability on the M4, on the A40 between St
Clears and Haverfordwest and on the A465 between Abergavenny and
Llandarcy.
To take account of the interface between the network and the strategy and
plans of the TIGER, SWIFT and SWITCH consortia and other transport
authorities.
To make available information about the current and predicted level of
service on the M4 motorway and associated roads and to facilitate the
delivery of integrated transport information.
East-west (north) Corridor
To improve links with North West Wales, Ireland, the English trunk road
network and Europe.
To reduce physical severance caused by the A55 dual carriageway.
To improve safety generally but particularly on the A55 and A494/A550
through Queensferry and Deeside.
To design improvement schemes on the A5 within the Snowdonia National
Park to appropriate standards for the environmental context.
To maintain the A5 within the Snowdonia National Park to appropriate
standards for the environmental context.
To improve integration with the Lon Las Cymru cycle route.
To improve journey time reliability on the A55/A494/A550 between the
border, Deeside, Queensferry and North West Wales.
To take account of the interface between the network and the strategy and
plans of the TAITH consortium and other transport authorities.
To make available information about the current and predicted level of
service on the A55, A494/A483/A550 and the adjoining trunk road network
in England and to facilitate the delivery of integrated transport information.
East-west (mid) Corridor
To improve links with Mid Wales, the English trunk road network and
Europe.
To reduce severance caused by traffic for communities on the A470, the
A483 and the A489.
To improve safety generally but particularly on the A44 in Aberystwyth and
the A458 between Buttington Cross and the English border.
To design improvement schemes on the A458 and the A494 within the
Snowdonia National Park to standards which are appropriate for the
environmental context.
To maintain the A458 and the A494 within the Snowdonia National Park to
appropriate standards for the environmental context.
To improve integration with the Lon Las Cymru cycle route.
To improve journey time reliability between Aberystwyth and the English
border.
To take account of the transport strategy and plans of the Mid Wales
Partnership and other transport authorities.
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Annex 2
Repair and Upgrade Schemes
£1m or more
(excluding the Making Better Use Schemes)
A55
A458
A458
A470
A470
A483
A487
A487
A487
A494

Aber to Tai'r Meibion
Nant y Dugoed
Garreg Bank to Middletown
Christmas Pitch
Ysciog
Esgairdraenllwyn Bends
Pont ar Ddyfi
Glandyfi
Dolgau Farm
Merllwyn Gwyn to Glan yr Afon
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Studies
New Construction and Improvement
Design Build Finance and Operate Roads: Shadow Tolls
Repair and Upgrade
Renewal of Roads and Bridges
Routine Maintenance
Purchase of Vehicles and Equipment
CMF - National Cycle Network
Purchase of lands and buildings (incl. Costs of Transfer of
Ownership)
Programme Support, Promotion and Ancillary Activities
Public Transport - Direct Support
Capital Grants
Receipts
Depreciation and Cost of Capital (AME) (2)
Trunk Roads, Motorways and Transport Services - Total
Transport Grant
Other Local Authority Grants
Concessionary Fares
Transport Grant & Other LA Grants - Total
Local Transport Services Grant

Expenditure Groups
Environment, Planning and Transport

2001-2002

6,509
17,388
1,000
-6,440
550,452
697,304
63,173
5,722
0
68,895
7,520

2,509
15,018
1,135
-6,440
550,496
681,434
46,943
8,722
49,665
6,300

1,251
30,220
16,000
20,849
23,400
29,576
750
0
6,250

1,251
32,041
16,000
19,350
22,400
29,675
1,450
1,579
7,100

2002-2003 Plans

TRUNK ROADS, MOTORWAYS AND TRANSPORT SERVICES AND ASSOCIATED BUDGETS

FINAL BUDGET PROPOSALS - (£’000s)

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES' BUDGET 2002-2003 TO 2004-2005

7,509
17,388
1,000
-6,400
550,452
705,304
72,593
6,722
7,198
86,513
8,550

1,251
37,220
16,000
20,849
23,400
29,675
750
0
6,250

2003-2004 Plans

7,509
17,388
1,000
-6,440
550,452
705,304
72,593
6,772
7,198
86,513
8,550

1,251
37,220
16,000
20,849
23,400
29,675
750
0
6,250

2004-2005 Plans

Annex 3
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(EWN)

A5 Pont Melin Rug

(EWN)

(EWS)
(EWS)
(EWS)

A40 St Clears to Haverfordwest
A477 Llanddowror to Red Roses
M4 Widening Castleton to
Coryton
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun
Dualling Section 2
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun
Dualling Section 3

Phase 2: High ranking but in need
of more technical work. Could be
ready to proceed by March 2008.

(EWS)

(EWS)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)

A470 Pentrefelin to Croesau,
Glan Conwy
A483 Four Crosses Relief Road

A470 Llanrwst to Hafod

A470 Bwlch Oer Ddrws

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)
(NS)
(NS)

(NS)

(EWM)

(EWM)

(EW)

(EWN)

(EWN)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)

(NS)
(NS)
(NS)

(NS)

Phase 3: High ranking but need
studies to identify best solutions to
problems. Unlikely to proceed
before April 2008.

A494 Llanbedr DC Relief Road

A487 Caernarfon to
Bontnewydd
A55 Ewloe-Northop
Improvement
A55/A494 Ewloe Interchange
Improvement.
A458 Buttington Cross to
Middletown
A458 Sylfaen-Cyfronydd

A483/A489 Newtown

A470 Maes yr Helmau to
Cross Foxes
A483 Llandeilo Eastern

A470 Gelligemlyn, Ganllwyd

A470 Rhayader
A470 Llanrwst
A470 Llandinam

A470 Builth Wells

PHASE 3

(EWM)

(EWM)

(EWN)

(EWN)

(EWS)

(EWS)

(EWS)

(EWS)

(EWS)

(NS)
(NS)
(NS)

(NS)

On hold: Problem identified but
no ranking applied.

A55 Climbing Lane Northop
to Coed-y-Cra
A44 Llanbadarn Fawr Relief
Road
A494 Ffynnon-y-Berth

A5 Carrog Isaf

A4042 Penperlleni

A40 Abergavenny Western
Relief Road
A470 Commins Coch
A470 Llangurig to Wern Villa
A483 Brynsadwrn
Improvement
M4 Relief Road Magor to
Castleton
A465 Abergavenny to
Hirwaun Dualling Section 5
A465 Abergavenny to
Hirwaun Dualling Section 6
&7
A4042 Llanellen

ON HOLD

Annex 4

The Programme is subject to the satisfactory completion of the statutory consent procedures for each scheme and
the availability of finance provided through the budgets approved by the Assembly.

Phase 1: High ranking and
programmed to be technically
ready for delivery before March
2005.

A494/A550 Deeside Park to
Drome Corner

(EWN)

A470 Bod Hyfryd Bends
A470 Alltmawr
A470 Penloyn to Tan Lan,
Llanrwst
A487 Porthmadog Tremadog
Improvement
A470 Plas Maenan

(NS)
(EWS)
(EWS)

(EWS)

A470 Cwmbach to Newbridge

PHASE 2

(NS)

A470 Blaenau Ffestiniog to
Cancoed
A479 Talgarth Relief Road
A40 The Kell
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun
Dualling Section 1
A477 Nash Fingerpost to
Bangeston
A494 Drome Corner to Ewloe

PHASE 1

TRUNK ROAD FORWARD PROGRAMME 2002
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Phase 1

Phase 2

High ranking and programmed to be
technically ready for delivery before
March 2005.

A470 Blaenau Ffestiniog to Cancoed
A479 Talgarth
A40 The Kell
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun Section 1
A477 Nash Fingerpost to Bangeston
A494 Drome Corner to Ewloe
A494/A550 Deeside Park to Drome Corner
A5 Pont Melin Rug

Cardiff

20 Miles
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M4

M4

High ranking but in need of more
technical work. Could be ready to
proceed by March 2008.
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

A470 Cwmbach to Newbridge
A470 Bod Hyfryd Bends
A470 Alltmawr
A470 Penloyn to Tan Lan, Llanrwst
A487 Porthmadog to Tremadog
A470 Plas Maenan
A470 Bwlch Oer Ddrws
A470 Llanrwst to Hafod
A470 Pentrefelin to Croesau, Glan Conwy
A483 Four Crosses
A40 St Clears to Haverfordwest
A477 Llanddowror to Red Roses
M4 Widening Castleton to Coryton
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun Section 2
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun Section 3

Phase 3

On hold

High ranking but need studies to
identify best solutions to problems.
Unlikely to proceed before April 2008.
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27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

29

A470 Builth Wells
A470 Rhayader
A470 Llanrwst
A470 Llandinam
A470 Gelligemlyn, Ganllwyd
A470 Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes
A483 Llandeilo Eastern
A483/A489 Newtown
A487 Caernarfon to Bontnewydd
A55 Ewloe-Northop
A55/A494 Ewloe Interchange
A458 Buttington Cross to Middletown
A458 Sylfaen-Cyfronydd
A494 Llanbedr DC

Problem identified but no ranking
applied.
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39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

A40 Abergavenny
A470 Commins Coch
A470 Llangurig to Wern Villa
A483 Brynsadwrn
M4 Relief Road Magor to Castleton
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun Section 5
A465 Abergavenny to Hirwaun Section 6 & 7
A4042 Llanellen
A4042 Penperlleni
A5 Carrog Isaf
A55 Climbing Lane Northop to Coed-y-Cra
A44 Llanbadarn Fawr
A494 Ffynnon-y-Berth

TRANSPORT WALES
TRAFNIDIAETH CYMRU
Getting you there!
Hwyluso’ch ffordd!
The 2004 Supplement overleaf updates information on the programming of schemes listed in the Trunk
Road Forward Programme, published in March 2002, and subsequent changes which reflects developments
in the Programme and the aims of ‘Wales: a Better Country’ and the Spatial Plan.

The main changes are:
• New M4 - Magor to Castleton: moved from ‘On Hold’ to Phase 2. (See fact sheet)
• Cardiff International Airport Access: added to the Programme, in Phase 3. (See fact sheet)
• A40 St Clears to Haverfordwest: 2 schemes identified. (See Phase 2 below)
Since the Trunk Road Forward Programme was published in March 2002 the following schemes have been or
are due to be completed soon:
•
•
•
•

A550/A494 Deeside Park to Drome Corner
A465 Tredegar to Dowlais Top
A470 Dolwyddelan to Pont yr Afanc
A477 Nash Fingerpost - Bangeston is under construction, (completion summer 2005)

Other significant developments in addition to the rolling forward of the Programme:

Phase 1
• A465 Abergavenny to Gilwern: work planned to start early 2005
• A479 Talgarth /Bronllys: work planned to start early 2005

Phase 2
•
•
•
•

A40 Penblewin to Slebech Park
two separate schemes identified (See fact sheet)
A40 Llanddewi Velfrey to Penblewin
A470 Plas Maenan & Bodhyfryd: schemes have been combined to form one project
A55 Abergwyngregyn to Tai’r Meibion: renewal scheme reclassified as major project

}

Phase 3
Three schemes brought forward from ‘On Hold’ into the Forward Programme:
• A465 Dowlais Top to A470 Junction
• A465 A470 Junction to Hirwaun
• A4042 Llanellen

Other points:
• A470 Bwlch Oerddrws: reclassified as repair and upgrade scheme
• A494 Llanbedr DC and A5 Carrog Isaf: no longer in the Forward Programme
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Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Programmed to start by March 2007.

Could be ready to start by April 2010.

Unlikely to start before April 2010.

On hold

1 A470 Alltmawr

12 A470 Cwmbach to Newbridge

27 A470 Gelligemlyn

40 A40 Abergavenny

2 A470 Blaenau Ffestiniog to Cancoed

13 A470 Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes

28 A470 Llanrwst

41 A470 Commins Coch

3 A470 Llanrwst to Hafod

14 A470 Pentrefelin to Bodnant West Lodge

29 A470 Builth Wells

42 A470 Llangurig to Wern Villa

4 A470 Penloyn to Tan Lan, Llanrwst

15 A470 Plas Maenan & Bodhyfryd

30 A470 Rhayader

43 A483 Brynsadwrn

5 A479 Talgarth/Bronllys

16 A483 Llandeilo

31 A470 Llandinam

44 A4042 Penperlleni

6 A483 Four Crosses

17 A487 Porthmadog to Tremadog

32 A483 Newtown

45 A55 Climbing Lane Northop to Coed-y-Cra

7 A40 The Kell

18 A40 Llanddewi Velfrey to Penblewin

33 A487 Caernarfon to Bontnewydd

46 A44 Llanbadarn Fawr

8 A465 Abergavenny to Gilwern

19 A40 Penblewin to Slebech Park

34 A4042 Llanellen

47 A494 Ffynnon-y-Berth

9 M4 Castleton to Coryton Widening

20 A465 Brynmawr to Tredegar

35 Cardiff International Airport Access

10 A494 Drome Corner to Ewloe

21 A465 Gilwern to Brynmawr

36 A465 : A470 to Hirwaun

11 A5 Pont Melin Rug

22 A477 St.Clears to Red Roses

37 A465 Dowlais Top to A470

23 New M4 - Magor to Castleton

38 A458 Sylfaen to Cyfronydd

24 A55/A494 Ewloe Interchange

39 A458 Buttington Cross to Wollaston Cross

25 A55 Ewloe to Northop
26 A55 Abergwyngregyn - Tai’r Meibion

Subject to completion of statutory consent procedures and the availability of finance from the budgets approved by the Assembly
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New transport system for Wales
The plan to create better transport links across Wales, through road and rail,
has been mapped out by the Deputy First Minister and Minister for Economy
and Transport today (2 December).
In announcing his new road and rail forward programme, Deputy First Minister
and Minister for Transport Ieuan Wyn Jones set out his plans for moving
towards a more integrated transport system for Wales.
“We are committed to our One Wales goal of securing a system of integrated
transport fit for the 21st century, which will both unite our nation and deliver on
our plans for a drastic cut in carbon emissions. This programme is a
significant step towards achieving that goal", said Mr Jones.
For the first time the Assembly Government has produced a rail forward
programme, making greater use of the powers provided by the Railways Act
of 2005.
Until recently, rail infrastructure projects were delivered through local
authorities using Transport Grant arrangements.
But with the move to Regional Transport Plans, rail projects will now be
delivered according to the priorities of the Assembly Government as set out in
One Wales.
For example, next month will see the start of the Holyhead to Cardiff Express
to improve north-south links.
Other commitments include extra carriages and services on the Valleys lines,
and the addition of an Ebbw Vale to Newport service as a priority.
Up to £47 million has also been secured today through the Strategic Capital
Investment fund for the proposed rail infrastructure improvements between
Wrexham-Chester and Gowerton-Loughor.
The Deputy First Minister announced that the existing trunk road forward
programme has been re-focused to reflect the goals of the One Wales
programme of Government to connect all parts of the nation.
The high ranking and programmed schemes which are ready to start before
2011 include vital improvements to the strategic A470 and A487 roads in
areas such as Gwynedd, Aberconwy and Powys and the A40 in
Pembrokeshire.
There are further crucial North-South improvements scheduled to start from
April 2011 with the aim of completing the current programme by around 2020
dependant on finance and statutory consent procedures.

The statement also includes a commitment to complete the Heads of the
Valleys as planned by 2020, also subject to finance and statutory consent
procedures.
Deputy First Minister said, "My aim is to provide better links between strategic
centres of population, improving the distribution of economic development
opportunities. Investing in road and rail links isn’t cheap. But for once, rail is
getting a good deal also”.
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Phase 1 - High ranking and
programmed to be ready to start
between now and April 2011
1 A483 Four Crosses
2 A470 Penloyn to Tan Lan, Llanrwst
3 A487 Porthmadog, Minffordd, and Tremadog
4 A470 Cwmbach to Newbridge
5 A470 Alltmawr
6 A470 Gelligemlyn
7 A470 Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes
8 A470 Pentrefelin to Bodnant West Lodge
9 A40 Penblewin to Slebech
10 A40 The Kell
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Phase 2 - High ranking and
programmed to be ready to start
between April 2011 and April 2014
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

A470 Plas Maenan and Bodhyfryd
A487 Caernarfon to Bontnewydd
A470 Builth Wells
A483 Newtown
A470 Rhayader
A477 St Clears to Red Roses
A465 Brynmawr to Tredegar
A465 Gilwern to Brynmawr
Cardiff International Airport Access
New M4 - Magor to Castleton*
* (Awaiting Business Case)

Phase 3 - High ranking but
studies needed to identify best
solutions to problems but unlikely
to be ready to start before April 2014
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

A483 Llandeilo
A470 Llanrwst
A40 Llanddewi Velfrey to Penblewin
A4042 Llanellen
A465:A470 to Hirwaun
A465 Dowlais Top to A470
A494 Drome Corner to Ewloe
A55/A494 Ewloe Interchange
A55 Ewloe to Northop
A55 Abergwyngregyn to Tai'r Meibion
A458 Buttington Cross to Wollaston Cross

On Hold - Problem identified
but no ranking applied

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

A40 Abergavenny
A470 Llandinam
A470 Commins Coch
A470 Llangurig to Wern Villa
A483 Brynsadwrn
A4042 Penperlleni
A55 Climbing Lane Northop to Coed-y-Cra
A458 Sylfaen to Cyfronydd
A44 Llanbadarn Fawr
A494 Ffynnon-y-Berth

Subject to completion of statutory consent procedures and the availability of finance from the budgets approved by the Assembly

